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 Veneris, Sexto Die Novemb. 1696. 


Rdered, That the Thanks of This Houſe be 
Given to Mr. Adams, For the Sermoifby hint 
Preached before This Houſe Tefterday at St. Mar- 
garet's Weſtminſter: And that he be Deſired to 
Print the ſame: And, That Mr. Rowney and Me. 


Harcourt do Aquaint bin therewith. 


Paul Jodrell. Cler. Dom. Cont. 
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;# 3 CAP. Danie, 25. V. 


: ; Then Nebuchadnez2ar ſpake and ſaid; Bleſſed be 
: 1 the God of Shadrach, Meſhec and Abednego, who 
| bath ſent his Angel, and delivered bis Seroeuti 

-, that truſted in him; and have changed the Kings 
word, and yielded their Bodys, that they might 


not fave nor worſhip any God, —_—_ their 
own God. 


"mM HE Occaſion of theſe Words muſt 
be too well known to be Repeated - ; 
in all its Circumſtances. Nebuchad- 
nezzar being Return;d from-a- Victo- 

r10us Ixpedition which-he had made 1 into. Egypt 3 

Vain: 
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2 A Sermon Preach'd before the 

Vain upon his Succeſs, and therefore forgetful of 
his Dream, and Daniel's Interpretation of it, -or 
perhaps, in Contempt of both, ſets up an Idol 
near Babylon, and makes a Decree, That whoc- 
ver did not Worſhip it thould be burnt alive- 

But theſe Three Fews retuling to do fo, and 

erfiſting 1n their Reiuial with a Holy Conftancy, 
he falls into a Rage, commands that the Furnace 
ſhould be made Seven times hotter, and that they 
ſhould be thrown into it immediately. 

But, How vain 1s the Raſhneſs of ſucceſsful 
Pride! or the cruelty of boundlels Power |! when 
oppos'd againſt the God of Heaven and Farth, 
and when employ'd againſt {uch as Truſt in him; 
He ſends his Angel and delivers them, and this 
Miracle turns their Enemies Heart; makes him 
acknowledge his Errour and their Virtue 1n that 
They yielded their Bodys, and chang'd his word ; 
Expos'd themlielves to Death, and made him 
change his Opinion, upon their wondertul Dehve- 
rance, and join with them in the Praiſe of the on- 
ly God. 

I heartily wiſh, That they who have exceeded 
the Cruelty of this King, in ſo many barbarous 
Conſptracies againſt this Nation, would but 1mt- 
tate him in this laſt particular, - and be mov'd by 
the Wonders of our Deliverances, to contels ther 
Erronr, and to Give God the Gloxy. 


But alas ! We are not like to find anv _— 
tnis : 
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this : The ſame Spirit which they were of, when 
they engag'd in that Bloody Enterpriſe, from 
which our Fore-Fathers were Deliver'd this Day, 
1s ſtill working; and tho it breaks out now and 
then, like ſubterraneous Fires, and Diſappears 
again, 1s not Extinguiih'd; nor like to be fo 
(while Ambition or Superſtition will be ſtill ſup- 
plying new Fewel) but with the General Confla- 


gration. 


This makes this Solemiblay neceſlary upon 2 


double Account, not only to make us Grateful 
for what we have receiv'd, but to make us Watch- 
ful againſt the ſame Dangers hereafter. 

In order to both, I ſhall Dilcourte of theſe 
Words 1n this manner. 


1. I ſhall conſider the particular Cauſe of the ' 


great Danger which thale Men were braught into, 
namely, For that they would not ſerve nor wor -ſbip 
pt,.l Deir own :God. 
1] kfinc the Pretences of Religious cru- 
elty,not*@nly as to ſuch extreams,but allo,as to any 
kind of Violence ofter'd to our fellow Chriſtians, 
upon the account of Chriſtianity ; and ſhew, that 
this 1s proportionably unjuſt and wnreaſonable 
E. I ſhall make ſome Reflections upon theſe 
»s Deliverance, and Compare our own with 1t. 
"ob having faid {omething upon each ot thele, 
ſhall conclude all with the Dury of Thankſpiving, 
which 1s the Deſign of thele words, and the Buli- 
nels oi this Day. :. I 
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x. I am to conſider the. particular Cauſe, for 
which theſe Men were brought into this great Dan- 
ger ; namely, for that they would not ſerve nor 
worſhip any God except their own Grd , But the In- 
zuſtice of requiring this of them muſt appear at the 
firſt Glance ; becaule it was not. only courrary to 
Natural Reaſon, but allo to that Law which God 
himſelf had Reveal'd to their ftore-Fathers. 

There is no one that has any Conception of 
Ged, but muſt allow him to be Intinite- in all his 
Attributes. But Infinity unplys Unity ; there can- 
not be more than one All-Mighty or All-Wile; 
than one firſt Caule of all things ; or, than one Su- 
pream Governour of them. all. Theretore, it this 
Being rs but one ; Divine Worſhip mult be due to 
Him alone : To give it to any: other Object, 
would be the making that, God ; and not only the 
moſt provoking Afﬀront to the Great Creator, but 
the Confuſion of all Belief, and the Corruption of 
all Morality. : 

This made God iorbid the Jews: the ſerving 
any oi the Gods of the Neighbouring Nations, 
under ſuch ſevere Penalties, upon any pretences of 
Mracles whatſoever; particularly, 13 Det. 
1, &. #f there ariſe among you a Prophet, aid 
£1ve a Sign or Wonder to entice you to ſerve other 
Gods, aid it ſhall come to paſs, thou ſhalt not hearken 
to tlie words of that Propyet ; bit he ſhall be put 
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to Death. If thy Brother, thy Son, thy Danghter, 


S 


the Wife of thy Boſom, or thy Friend which is as thy 


own Soul, entice thee ſecretly, [aying, Let us ſerve 


other Gods ; then ſhalt n9t ſpare nor conceal him, but 


thon ſhalt ſurely kill him. S$1nce this then, was not 
only againſt Reaſon, but Revelation: Since God 
by fo many Prohibittons, Cautions and Threats, 

rov'd Himlcli to be Fealoxs in this Particular ; 


the refuſal of theſe Fews was not only Lawful, but 


highly Commendable, and the -Death they were 
Expos'd to, upon this Account, Barbarous and Un- 
julc, | | 
It cannot be deny'd, but the Dangers which 
this Nation has been Expos'd to fo oiten; from 
open Violence, but more from baſeſt Treachery, 
has been upon this very account. One of the great- 
eſt Differences which we have wich the Church of 


Rome is, becauſe we will not ſerve ner morſhip any 


God except our own God. Thus 1s one of the moſt 
profitable Abſurdities that 1s ſac]ter'd under Infal- 
libility. And therefore our Retuſing of it, and 
the Reaſons why we do fo, always provoke them 
in the higheſt manner, and makes them fly to Cru- 
elrics inſtead of Arguments: As if Image-Wor- 
{hip could not be {upported, any other way than 
by the ſame Barbarities that it was brought in at 
firſt. | | 

But the Obligations we have to continue in this 
Kciuſal with unſhaken Conſtancy, are greater 


than 
adi 
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than theſe Jews had, as Riſing not only from the 
Laws of Nature, and of Moſes, (which is ſtill in 
force, as to this particular ): But allo from the 
Law of Chriſt : The Merits of his Death, the Pre- 
rogative of His Interceſſion being extreamly weak- 
end by this ; and the Conditions of the Goſpel- 


Faith in Him alone, and Repentance thro Him- 


. only, overthrown. 


Therefore, as God ſhew'd his Approbarion of 
thele Jews Refuſal, to worſhip Nebrchadnezar's 
Image, by the Mich he wrought 1n their Deli- 
verance: So, I doubt not, but he has ſthew'd fo 
many Wonders | in Delivering this Nation ſo often, 
for its Conſtancy in the fame Refuſal ; tho in all 
other reſpects, moſt unwor thy of the leaſt of His 
Mercies. 

I I. I come to Examine the Pretences of Religi- 
ous Cruelty, not only as to theſe Extreams, but as 
to any V iolence ofter'd to our fellow ans 
Upon the account of Chriſtianity ; and to ſhow, that 
chis is proportionably unjuſt and unreaſonable. 

The Pretences of all Religious Cruelty may'*be 
reduc'd to theſe two; either to Promote Gods 
Glory, or our Neighbours Good ; but this. 1s not 
proper for.cither of theſe purpoſes : 

1.Not proper to promote God's Glory : by this, 
I take tobe meant, one of thele two things 3 The 
improving that Notion of /God which Men may 


have by the Light of Nature ; or, The making his 
Re- 
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Reveal d Will to be more readily embrac'd "by 
them. | 
As to the firſt of theſe: If we confider Man- 
kind in the State of Nature, withour any Improve- 
ment of his Reaſon, or Advantage of Revelation. 
We may {uppole, That while they wandred about 
ina Wild and Savage Manner, they were not very 
{olicitous about ” Thy Worſhip oi God. But when 
Seli-Prefervation began to be Alarm'd by tome 
Evil which they {uffer'd, it torcd 'em to ac- 
knowledge {ome Supertour Being. 

As Fear was the chief Cauſe of this, ſo their 
Worſhip was Cruel, and cheir Manners (whicly 
arc always influenc'd by the Nature of Religton) 
Barbarous. Buc when they began to Settle into 
Societies, and to Converſe with one' another; ; 
When in the leiſure of Peace and Plenty, they re- 
flected upon the Firſt Caulc of the Benetits which 
they enjoy d 3 and from the C ontemplation of 
God's Goodnels 1 in his Works, role gently to the 
Diſcovery of his Goodneſs in his Efdence ; then 
Love grew the Principle of their Glad Obedience. 
And accordingly their Worlhip was Bloodleſs and 
Cheariul, and their Manners Innocent and Indear- 
10g. a 

'So that the Improvement of Humane Nature 
conſiſts in rhe Notions of Goodneſs in the Divine, 
and Gods Glory was manifeſted to the World. 

Not only, by ſuch worthy Conceptions of Him, 
B 2 buc 
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but alfo, by the mild Influence which theſe 
Conceptions had upon mens Minds ana Actions. 

Biit if, when Men had got thus far by the 
Light of Naturc, any one ſhould have ſtarted 
up, and pretended to have offer'd Violence to 
his Neighbour; to have afflicted, tormentcd, 
nay murther'd him, by a particular Commuſtion 
from God himſelf, and in order to his Glory ; 
then Love muſt have given place to Fear 1mme- 
diacely, and Humane Nature turn'd Wild and 
Savage again: And cither have Renounc'd all 
Belict of a God; or imagin'd Him to have 
been ſo Drcadtul a Being, and Worthipe Him 
in ſo Barbarous a manner, as would have been 
far worſe: For as Plutarch ſays, 
Would it not be more for the Honour 
of the Gods ? For the Scythians and 
| Carthaginians, who coffer'd Men upon 
their Altais, to have deny d their Being altogether ? 
than to Teach, That they delighted in ſuch Sacri- 
fices * Bad the Titans prevail d againſt Heaven, 
ard Uſirpd the Goverament of the Ford; What 
elter Victims but theſe, would iney have requir'd 


Pluc.. 
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of #5 £ Such are the Sacrifices which every 


Raſh Enthuſhaſt offers ; and ſo, much more. 


.do forme. Zealots detract from Gods Glory than 
Atheiſm 1 fclf. 

Bur if 1n the next place, Violence 1s intended 

tO promote the Goſpel, How Contradictory 

p = aid 
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and Abſurd is this! This is to Recommend 
Love by Hatred, Mercy by Cruelty, and For- 
givenels by Deſtruction. 
That which diſtinguiſhes the Goſpel fo glori- 
ouſly, 1s its being lo admirably diſpos'd ro be- 
gct Love and Peace, Juſtice and Chariry among 
all Men. Here Forgiveneſs is Improv'd into 
Beneficence, and Humanity cxalted into Char1- 
t-: Here Inurics are return'd with Pravers, 
and Curſes with Bleflings : Here all our Duty 
is ſurm'd up under thoſe two ſweet Com- 
mands, 7 hou ſhalt love the Lordthy God with all 
thy Heart, with all thy Soul, and with all t|, 
Streno2th, and thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 
felf Love alone is the tulfilling ot cis 
And this 15 made by our | lefied Saviour, the Par- 
ticular Diſtinction of his Followers, By this ſhall 
al Men know that ye are M1 T Diſciples, if ye love 
one another. The Phariſees taugint, That it was 
lawful to hate Enemies, and preferr 'd the obſcr- 
vation of che ſmalicit Dunes, before the works 
of Juſtices and Mercy.. The Cynicks- renounc'd 
al Humanity ; the Stoicks reckon'd Compaition 
an Infirmity, and if they Reveng'd not Injuries 
ur Was out of Pride, not Humility ; becauſe they 
:00kt Upon it below ther Aﬀected Grandeur, to 
bc di; order'd by them : :} not becaulc they ts "74Ve 
them: All other Scc&ts were deficicat in this rar- 
ticular. 
f 
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But Chriſtianity improv'd Humane Nature 
into the likeneſs of the Divine ; And theretore 
our Blcſſcd Lords Diſciples were to be diftin- 
Suiſhed 'from the whole World, by their /oving 
on? another. And what Examples of this did 
our Great Maſter leave us! How did he go 
about doing Good ! Healing rhe Sick gracion- 
fly! Inftructing the Ignorant gently! and Re- 
proving the Wicked calmly ! And after jnnu- 
merable Injuries of Contempt and Violence, 
with what Meekncſs and Patience did he Dre for 
the Sins of the whole World. And attcr all 
this, ſhall men dare to 1mpoveriſh, umpriſon, 
murther their Brethren, in the Name of chis 
JESUS! Shall they in this Saving Name, 
which was us'd of Old, only to Heai Diſcaſes, 
and Caſt out Devils, Form ſo many Confſpiracies, 


Execute ſo many Maſlacres, Spill the Blood of , 


ſo many Thouſands ! as they have done 1n Pred- 
mont, Hungary, Germany, Ireland, England ! _All 
the World over. 

Alas ! When I conſider thofe Arts of Crucl- 


ty, thoſe claborate Tortures, and ſtudy'd Deaths, 


thoſe Ruines of Cities, Subycrſions of King- 
doms, and Murthers of Princes, which have 
been done 1n this Bleſſed Name, and all this pre- 
tended officiouſly, for his Service, and the pro- 
moting of his Glory : 1 cannot but repreſent 


to my fſclf the Lamb of God., the Prince of 


Pea ©, 
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Honourable Houſe of Commons. 17 
Peace, turning away from ſuch Spectacles of 
Horrour, ſtving, Who hath required theſe things 
at your Hands ? Ye know not what Spirit ye are of, 
the Son of Man did not come to deſtroy mens lives, 
but 10 ſave them. | | 

This was the deſign of our Sav1ours Coming z 
the Spirit of Peace and Love 1s thar which we 
ought to be of; and which 1s ſo ſweetly diffus'd 
thro all the Goſpel, and was ſo effeCtual in pro- 
moting 1t againſt the Wit of Athens; the Pow- 
er of R:me ; and the General Prejudice of the 
whole World. But if men, inſtead of this, will 
be guilty of ſuch Cruelties upon the account of 
Chriſtianity, this muſt be fo far from recom- 
mending it, that it 1s enough to make the Name 
of Chriſt blaſphem'd among the Gentiles ; and 
to cauſe every one that ſuffers under it, or that 
beholds ſuch Sufferings,to perſiſt in their Errours 
more ſtubbornly, as will  turther appcar, it we 
conſider : x 

2. The other Pretence of Religious Cruelty, 
which 1s, to-promote the Good of our Neigh- 
bour : But not only theſe Extreams of which 
we have been ſpeaking, bur all kinds of Zealous 
Violence, are improper tor this purpoſe. 

This is generally diſguis'd under the ſpecious 
Pretence of Zeal. But true Zeal ought firit ro 
be employ'd upon our felves. When men be- 
come Examples of Feryency in their Picey, and 

Mozti- 
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Mortifications in- their Obedience or Repent- 
ance, then they moſt effectually contribute 
both to Gods Glory, and their Neighbours 
Good. Zeal is as ncceſſary to the life of Deyo- 
tion, as the Natural Heart is to that of the body. 
Bur then 1t is apt to become Feveriſh, and d1- 
{turd the Brain. Ir often renders our 9wn good 
Actions, haſty and imperfect, tho ſur$rizing at 
firſt ſight : As Plants that are forc'd by artifi- 
cial Hcat, come before others indeed, bur bring 
not with them rheir natural Smell or Tate. But 
gcnerally it affects to ſhew it ſelt ar our Neigh- 
bours Coſt ; it blazcs outwards, ke Nebuchad. 
nezzars F urnace, and deſtroys whoever comes 
in 1ts way, tho its own Friends. 

But holy and innocent Zeal ! innocent and 
therefore holy ! ſhoots out its Flames directly 
towards Heaven, and caſts a Light upon all that 
arc round it ; but ſach a Light as 1s for their 
Comfort and Direction ; ſuch a Light as God 
Himſelf is, when he ſhines out upon the humble 
Penitent, in the reviving Glory of Goodneſs and 
Mercy; Not adcvouring Flame ; not a conſum- 


-1Ng Fire. 


The Promiſes, that, He that ſaves a Soul Gow 
Death ſhall hide a multitude of Sins ; that, He 
that turns many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall "ſhine as the 
Stars for ever and ever, make many very car- 
neſt to bring over others to their Opinions, and 

| to. 
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Honourable Houſe of Commons. 13 
to ule Violence to this purpoſe ; but No Man 3s 
crown'd except be flrive lawfully : It 1s not enough 
to be zealous in any matter, unlel(s we oblerve thole 
Rules and Conditions which God has preſcrib'd 
to us. And it Men really fought their Netgh- 
bours Good, as fervently as they did their own, 
they would find, that Violence 1s not only againſt 
the whole Deſign of the Goſpel ( as has been 
ſhown'; ) but alſo againſt their own Detign of 
convincing their Neighbour. 

For Religion muſt be a free Conſent. of the 
Soul ; and can be acceptable to God only as tis 
Voluntary. He requires Truth in the thward parts , 
and that we ſhould Love him with all our Hearts, 
with all our Minds, &c. But how can this be with- 
out full Conviction ; and how can full Conviction 
be wrought, but by gentie Ulage, calm Reaſon- 
ing, and good Example : The Will can never be 
fore” dto give a ſincere Atlent,atter all the Violence 
that can be ofter'd; But tendtia upon the ap- 
pearance of any Force, is apt to Contrad it ſelf, 
and prepare for Reflinnce : both becaule Track 
may juſtly be ſuſpected, it it comes in ſo Hoſtile 
a manner ; as allo, becaule 1t cannot have-leilure 
to examine What js Truth, when the Buſineſs 1s 
grown to be Self-preſ ervation. 

Betides, All Errour, conſidering "A Vanity of 
Mankind, 1s of a nice and tender Nature : It re- 


quires a great deal of Management and Addrefs, 
| C to 
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14. A Sermon Preach'd before the 
to make People own that they are in the Wrong, 
Eſpecially in matters of Religion. | But 14 1n- 
| Read of this, Violence 1s offer'd, and mens Inter- 
reſt, Liberties or Lives, are any way touch'd by 
Perſecution; not only Conceitedneſs, bur Anger 
and Revenge confirm the Errour. ad: make it ſink 
deeper in the {ullen Sufferer : And when Peo- 
pie are once brought to ſuffer, this will rather 
diſperſe than ſuppreſs the ie _Errour, (as ſome Stains 
ſpread the wider, the nearer they are held ro the 
Fire.) For Confiancy | in Suffering gives Reputa- 
tion to the Caule, whatever it is ; becuaſe every 
one can judge of Courage, Mecknels and Pari- 
ence, tho few of Truth ; and Pity (in a Goad- 
Natur 'd Nation eſpecially) foitens the beholders 
into a liking of the Sufferer; and brings him by 
degrees, to Excufing and Defending him ; and at 
laſt , inſenſibly, to the Embracing his Opinions, 
Therefore che utmoſt that we can expect from 
Force is an outward Compliance : and that either 
irom timorous People ; or from ſuch as will not 
prejudice their Intereſt for any Religion 1n the 
World ; of which there are too many | Violence 
may extort perhaps, Confeflion from the Mouth, 
bur will not hinder Curles, at the {ame time, 1n 
the Heart; it may ir 1ght People | into counterfeiting, 
but not perſuade 'em 1nto believiiig; and ſie 
all the Induſtrious Cruelty of Inquiſitions or Dra- 
goons, there will be Jews in Spain, and Prote- 
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Honourable Houſe of Commons. 15 
ftants in France, as Proftrate as any at the Eleva- 
ton. 

But one particular Reaſon againſt the Raſhneſs 
of Zealous Cruelty, or any General Violence, is, 
becauſe the Good thould not ſuffer with the Eel; 
this 'was a Conſideration oi that Importance, chat 
our Saviour lcit ample Inſtructions. couccrning 1t, 
13 Matth. 29, 30. where he poſitively forbid; 
the gathering of ohis Tares, leſt they ſhould root ip 


\ the Wheat alſo; and his Ordisi in fg matter arc. 


”= they ſhould Let both grow together till the Miu 
. This (as St.Chryſ.upon the place) was to forbirl 


| 1 ars, Blood and Slant: ter ts n the account of He- 


reſie ; for if People wil take up Jrms to murther 
Hereticks, many innocent Men wn ſuffer with thenr. 
This 1s ſo plain, that it couchr one of the Boldelt 
Conſpirators in this Days Treaſon 3 and made 
him confult his Confeſſor upon ir: And tho the 
Feſnit gave it againſt our Saviour ; yet no Pro- ' 


' teflanut ſure, can doubt which he ought to iol- 


low. 

For theſe Reaſons, no Religious Cruelty ; no 
VioJence of Zeal is proper to promote Gods Glo- 
ry, or our Neighbours Good : But on the contra- 
ry, Unreafonable ind Unjzuſt. 

But tho theſe are the uſual Pretences, yet the 
true Caules of all Extreams of this kind,are of ano- 
ther Nature. I ſhall inſtance in two or three, 
which may moſt mmeditely concern ns. 
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16 A Sermon Preach'd before the 
I. The firſtis, the Pride and Haughtineſs of 


Power : there 1s no doubt but Nebuchadnezzar's 
Fury was 1nflam'd to fuch a height, to ſee his 
Decree lighted by none but theſe Three Fews, 
his Slaves, his Captives; he was concern'd for 
his own Hoxour as much as his Idols: the fame 
Temper which makes men Pecviih and Pailionate 
when they c cannot get the better in private Di- 
{putes, —_—_— out into Perſecution, when it meets 
with Power : True Zeal is the fervency oi Love, 
and a beneficial ; but counterfeit Zeal 
1s nothing b:t the Jorngny of Pride, and therefore 
de ſtru&i! VE. 

And there 18 no queſtion but Diſdain that fo 
ſmall an Ifland as this, ſhonld be able to  confute 
and oppoſe 'em ſo long, has exalperated 'em to 
ſuch a degree: For tho the Caſe of God, and 
Religion 1s pretended, all the = agen, againſt 
this Nation, have been owing chiefty, to the Pride 
of Supremacy, and the Indignation of Infallibi- 
lity. 

II. Another Reaſon of this 1s, the endeavouring 
to recommend our ſelves to Man, rather than 
God: Tis uſual-for Men. to engage in ſome 
Party, to further "their Ambition, or Intereſt, and 
then ſomething extraordinary muſt be done, to 
ſhow their Fidelity to that Party. This is a very ge- 
neral Corruption, and a great Reaſon. of that Pre- 
judice and Paſſion, that want of Charity and Vnion, 


Or 
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or rather,of that increaſe of Diviſion and Biiterneſs 
among us. For ſince all Men cannot be of one 
Opinion ; He that is cager to approve.himlclt to 
ſome particular Number, muſt nceds 'do 1t at 
the others coſt : Thercforc tho the Service of 
God, and the Good of Mankind 1s pretended 
never ſo much ; we may be afluc'd, that who- 
cver is Cruel and Parbarous for his » z/$:ker 
Neighbours ſake, for his ſuffering Sawiozrs ſake, 
is ſo only for bis own ſarg, and that 'tis ſor e other 
God which he ferves aid worſhips; beſides tle 
true God. | | 

HH: The laſt Reaſon of this, which I ſhall 
mention at preſent, 1s, An Opinion that ſach 
Violence 1s meritorious for th: Expiation of 
former. Sins. Thus 1s one of the {trongelt ſup- 
ports of the Supremacy, For if a Prince is known 
to have been of a Vicious Life, and can. be 
made ſenſible of this by Iis Confeſfor, "tis but 
pointing him out ſuck or ſuch Hereticks, and. 
their Deſtruction, ſhall be hs P ardon; and 1n- 
feriour Perſons are mad2 ufe of to the. ſame 
purpoſe, proportionably. _ 

Eut .15 . there. any other Atonzment. for Sin 


than our Redeemets Sacrifice ! Or ſhall Man 


make uſe of the Blood of Chriftians and. Sub- 


- jects to this end, . inſtead of Faith and. Repent- 


ance? Alas! what Extreams. may a nufguided. 
Conſcience be driven into! and how dreadful 
| | 8 


18 A Sermon Preached before the 

is Sovercign Power !' when 'made uſe of to 
atone for its own Guilt, and whettced 'on by 
Superſtition and Revenge for this Purpoſe! 


Bleſſed be God ! That we learn this, rather from | 


others Sufferings than our own Experience ! | 
Theſe arc the true Cauſes of Religious Cru- 
clty, and the barbarous effects of Zealous Vi- 


lence, tho others are pretended : Fur there arc 


lower degrecs of it, upon the account of letler 
Differences, which are proportionably unwar- 
rantable, and whoever perſecurtes his Brother for 
Opinions, not dangerors to Lovernment, not deſtru- 
Give of good Manners, not detracting from tha Di- 
wvinity of our Saviour, or the Authority of Gods Find, 
1s greatly miſtaken, and under Condenmation. 

That Fejz.s ! who died for us all, recommend- 
ed us to one another, by the ſtricteſt Obhgarions 
of Mntual Low ; and his Apoſtles enforc'd the 
ſame continually, commanding us, to bear one 


 anotbers burthens, and to Tet our Mecderation be Known 


into all Men; and unleſs this mind be in ns, which 
was, fo remarkably, in Chrift Jeſns, IT cannot 


. fre with what Contidence, we can contend for 


his Clory, or preſume to be call d by his Peacefil 
Name.” | ” 2 ; 22s ink 
/ ES . | 
But tho Perſecution 1s fo faulty, and Modera- 
tro: fo commendable, they are not always pre- 
ſently diitinguih'd, being extreamly diſguis'd by 
Cunning and Hypocriftie, according as Men 
hayc 
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have occaſion to raiſc Anger, or moye Com- 
paſlion. 

Perjecntion 1s the Cry of all Monſtrous Opinions 
when they firſt Crawl out into the World ; if 
any thing 1s Vented, tho never fo deſtructive 
to the Fundamentals of Government, or og wy 
nity, it begins with an Invective againſt Perſe- 
citicn; and tho the whole Treatiſe has norhi Ng 
buc Falſhood and Infolence, concludes with the 
Praiſe of hMiederation. | 

Sometimes the juſt Condemnagion of Crimi- 
ach IS call'd Perſeci ton ; lometimcs the COL- 
rupt acquitting of 'em Moderation. Sometimes - 
Ccnflaiicy tO the Plaineſt Articles of Faith, 1s 
reckon'd a Sign of a Perſccnting Sprrit ; ſome- 
times ſndi(crency as to Religion, whe ther there 
be any ſuch thing at all, an Argument of a 
Moderate One, 

But if there is any ſuch thing as Religion, Tn- 
differexicy muſt be an Erronr, whenever that 18 
really 11 danger. But Cenftancy to it can never 
be ſo, if not injurious to our Neighbour. 

A good Man ought to belicye truly, as he pro- 
feſſes ; and to act ſteddily as he believes: and yer 
he ought, at the ſame time, to have Charity to- 

rards; others, who profeſs the ſame Faith, tho 
not exactly in the ſame Manner. + Let our Con- 
ftancy then be ſoftned. by: our Chavity ; and let 
OUT ITY be fupported-by. our Coufarcy ; all 

- {ha 


THR 20 A Sermou Preach'd before the 
3H! i ſhall our Zeal neither languiſh into Tndifferency, 
A + | | 'F | nor tret into. P erſecitiion ; and ſo ſhall we be at 
fi. & the ſame time, j/7 to our Neighbour, and faith- 
LET i  {ir/ to our God. EG: . 
i - 1 have bien the more particular upon 'this 
If Head, becauſe the Pretences or Miſtakes of Zeal 
and Religion, were not only the Occation of 
F: the Barbarous Conſpiracy detected fo Providen- 
"If; cally 3s day : but have been made-uſe of coo 
"Fi often, to the great miſery of this poor Nation. 
IT. The Tlurd thing I P:opos'd, was to com- 
parc the Greatneſs of the Deliverance mentt- 
oncd 1nthe Text, with our own. God ſent his 
Angel, ad deliver'd his Servants that trufted in him : 
The great EE this here mention d 1s be- 
cauſe they trafted* in God, When the Tyrant 
threatned theſe Three Fews with ſo cruel and 
{ ſudden a Death, v. 15. with what undaunted 
# Reſolution do they Reply immediately, O Ne- 
| bichadnezwzar, we are not careful ( very {oli- 
| citous ) to anſwer thee in this matter : If it be ſo, 
 _ ctr God whom we ſerve, 3s able to deliver 1s from 
| the burniag fiery F.rnace, and he will deliver us 
out of thy band, O King! But if not ( if Iis Wiſ- 
dem ſhall not think fitting toido ſo) Be it known 
anto thee, O King ! That we will: not ſerve thy 
Gods, nor Worſhip the Golden Image which then haſt 
jet up. There are few Inſtances of ſuch Con- 


ftancy, ſuch entire Truſt in God as thus was ; 
and 
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and this acknowledging of his Providence, this ſubmitting 
to bis Will, made God ſend his holy Angel, to Deliver 
his Faithful Servants in ſo miraculous a manner : . But 
their and our Deliverance 1s to be mealur'd beſt by the. 
greatneſs of the Danger which they were Expos'd to ; 
Bound Hand and Foot ; Thrown into the midit of a 
Fiery Furnace, whofe Heat was ſo violent, as to ſlay 
thole who were deſign'd to be their Executioners ; 
and yet had Power over nothing about 'em, but their 
Bonds, to reſtore 'em to their Liberty. : 

The Paralle] may be drawn very like, between this 
and our own Cale. The Deliverance was almoſt as 
Wonderiu] : They alone, who dciipn'd our Deſtru- 
ion, periſh'd ; and our Liberty, from their Bonds,grew 
greater than beiore. But iheir Cruelty far exceeded 
that of this Heathen Tyrant, becauſe io Baie, fo 
Freacherous, and extended not to Three Captives only ; 
but to The greateſt Aſſembly in the Chriſtian Werld. 

And here I amat a loſs, how to expreſs my ſelf! fot 
tcar of ſeeming to fall into the miſtaken Zeal which I 
have condemn'd ; or to want that Charity which I have 
endeavour'd lo much to recommend. 'But alas! What 
words can be found to ſhew our Charity, when an Acti- 
on 1s ſo very foul in its own Nature, that the bare men- 
tion of 1t, muſt look like Inveftive. Let they them- 
{elves then, be Judges of the matter; Let us put it 
triendly, to any one of them, and ſee what they may 
be ſuppos'd to lay, co Defend it, 'to Excuſe it, or to 
Evade it. | 

Cau they deny the matcer oi Fat? Were not the 
D In- 
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Inferaments of Death found ready ? Did not tie 


Wretch that was to give the Fatal Blow, Triumph 1n 
the Delign ? Did not many of them Die deſpetately, | 
to prevent Publick Juſtice,and others Contels it ? And 
can it aiter all this be Queſtion'd ? Well would it be 


for them, if any one of rhe Miracles which they have | 


boaſted of, fora Thouſand Years paſt ; had a Quarter 
oi this Evidence 

But perhaps chey will ſay, That theſe were only a 
fow Private Perſons, Mad-men and Enthuſiaſts, and 


therefore the particular Crimes of 1uch, ought m= To. 


be laid upon the Whole Body of chat Commurion. 

I doubt nor, bur that there were many ther, and arc 
770 of that Per of waſion, which heartily abhor and deteſt 
{auch Contrivances. But as to the Madneſs of theſe Men, 
or its being a private Vridrtaking.No Mad-man 1s 1ntru- 
fied with Treachery of {uch Importance; no Enthuſi- 
aft can carry on ſuch a Series of Subtilty and Cunning ; 
for tho ſuch People are the: beſt Executioners, upon 
iuch Occaiions ; yet the Springs that move 'em nuſ{ be 
oi another kind, and did reach farther than was then 


difcover'd, as was plain from the Gencral Expectation 


among all the Papiits abroad, of ſome extraordinary ACti- 
0: in England about that tine. 

The Mallacre at Paris may perhaps, be call'd a Tn- 
mule at a Publick Solemnity, or allow'd to be a piece 
oi Cruelty of State, or the nut revenge of an injur'd 
Prince ; to ſhift it off from the Church of Rome. But he 
that ſees the particulars of that blo: "dy TranſaStion, 

Painted Truumphantly 1n oze of the Chi: f Rovads of the 
Vatican, 
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[atican,with Inſcriptions upon each part, and the Ad- 
miral Coligni nam'd directly, cannot deny (be he ne- 
ver ſp partial) but chat the Court of Kowe, highly 
approves, and encourages ſuch Trazcdles, if they arc 
not contriv'd or manag'd there. 

But again, it may be ſaid, That tho this Fact was 
true, yet 'tis the part of Charity, 10 make the bet of Er- 
roars, and<not to aggravate 'em, and 7nflame Revenge. 
I grant this, where the Evidence js denbiful, or where 
there is Repentance ; But where there 1s neither of rhele, 
Enormous Crimes are to be made Publick, not fo 7- 
flame Revenge, but to awaken Caution, Belides, thus is 
neceſſary to the Fulne/? of our Praiſe; How can we 
give God Thanks without we Know the grearncts of 
the Mercy reccy'd ; or how can that be known, with- 
out laying open the Greaineſs of the Darger from which 
he has deliver'd us ? Or, how ſhould this be done ? 
without thewing the bloodineff of their Craelty, and the 
baſeneſs of their Treachery,that were Engag'd in it. 

To Soften and Diſguiſe ſuch an Attion,to make the 
be$t of juch a Wickediefs, 18 to make the wor$t of Gods 
Goodneſs, Yet notwithitanding theſe Conſiderations, 
Let 'em but acknowledge the Crime,let'em but own, 
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Religiost, Let em] {ay, vuc Confcſs this plain and i1- 


partial Tr. and then Ict the Sophittey of their Jeſa- 


15, and the Zcal of all their other Orders, make the b5t 


Y 


of it, as much as they plcaſe. But 
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But let us turn away our Eyes from theſe frightful 
Objefs to thoſe more delightful ; let us leave the. 
Cruclty of Man,to contertplate and adore the Mercy of God, , 

We have ſeen for what Reaſon we were expos'd to 
ſuch Danger ; we have examin'd the Pretences of Religi- 
ous Cruzlty, and ſhown the InjuStice and Unreaſonable- 
refs of it, and we have confider'd the Greatneſs of our 
Deliverance : What remains now ! but to offer up our 
Praiſe and Thankſziving ; that Sacrifice lo delighttul 
to Man, and ſo Acceptable to God, for thar He /ent 


his Angel, and deliver d his Servants. 

Bleſſed then be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
for Preſerving the Church of this Nation,trom the ſeveral Attempts 
of all its Adverſaries z particularly, that of Thzs Day, to be in after 
Ages, the Ornament and Defence of the Reformation. 

Bleffed be the Guardian Providence of theſe Kingdoms, which 
has preſerv'd the Exce/ent Conſtitution of Parliaments, as the happy 
Mean, between the Extreazrs of Liberty and Power, as the Security 
of our Rights as Engliſhmen 5 andof our Religion-as Chriſtians. 
For had this been aboliſh'd in the Deſtruction defign'd,as on this 
Day, both had been loſt for ever. 

For Rome is Infallible in Temporals as well as Spiritnals ;, Arbi- 
trary Power is Civil Infallibility,as Arbitrary DoTrine is Eccleſ#aſtical. 

Blefſed then, Evercbleſſed be the Watchful Goodneſs of our 
God ! O may the Metcies of this Happy Day, ( which have re- 
ceiv'd ſo vaſt an increaſe of late ! ) Spread by degrees through all 
our Calendar ! and every moment of time be fatal to ſuch a Cauſe. 

To conclude, May the frequent Detiverances which we 
have had, increaſe Our Truſt in God; and at length, influence 

our Actions by a Pradical Graiitude. May the Dangers we are 
ſtill in from the ſamze People, increaſe our Union y/ and make 
us more coſzart to our Holy Religion 5 and more exact in .our 
Obedience to our God : Remembring always, Thatthe chief 
End of this, and all our other Deliverances, was 1hat we ſhould 
not Serpe nor Wogghip any God, except our own God. 
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